Section I: Complete immediately






DPP-1277 

upon placement
Relative Home Evaluation-Example
Case Name: _Mother Childs_____________________________________TWIST#:__111111___________________

Child(ren): 


	Name
	Gender
	Date of Birth
	SSN

	Boy Childs
	M
	01/01/2013
	777-77-7777

	Girl Childs
	F
	12/12/2012
	666-66-6666

	
	
	
	


Relative and all household members:
	Name
	Gender
	Date of Birth
	SSN
	Relationship to child(ren)

	*Primary:  Betty Childs
	F
	06/06/1964
	555-55-5555
	Paternal Grandmother

	Bob Childs
	M
	09/09/1964
	444-44-4444
	Paternal Grandfather

	Barry Childs
	M
	09/19/1989
	333-33-3333 
	Paternal Uncle


	Home Environment:
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Does the home meet the minimum standards of cleanliness?
	X
	
	Describe. The home exceeds minimal standards of cleanliness.

	Are there any environmental hazards inside or outside the home?  NO

	X
	X
	Describe any repairs needed.  There are no environmental hazards noted inside the home.  There is an above ground pool in the backyard.  It is secured within a fence.  However, the gates are not locked.  Locks will be installed within 3 days and SSC will check to ensure this task has been completed.  In the meantime the children will not be in the backyard.

	Are the children’s sleeping arrangements appropriate?  

	X
	
	Describe.  The family lives in a 3 bedroom home.  The grandparents share 1 bedroom and their adult son occupies the 2nd bedroom.  The 3rd bedroom is an office which will be converted into a room for the children.  At the present time the children will sleep in separate portable cribs in the living room. 

	Does the home have adequate heating and cooling?  

	X
	X
	Describe.  The home has central heat and air.  All utilities are on and working properly.  There is only 1 smoke alarm in the home, a 2nd one will be placed in the hallway outside of the children’s bedroom.

	Are utilities on and in working order?  


	X
	
	

	Are there working smoke alarms inside the house on each level? 


	X
	
	

	Is there any reason the caregiver might not be able to meet the short-term needs of the children during the course of the investigation? Discuss any financial, health or other stressors in the home.
	
	X
	Describe. The grandparents adult son lives in the  home with them.  He is diagnosed as moderately autistic. He requires 24 hour supervision. He currently goes to Adult Day Care 2 days a week.

	Has the family secured medications, alcoholic beverages, guns/weapons/ammunition and poisonous or cleaning materials?  
	X
	
	How?  Medications are locked in the grandparent’s bedroom, there is no alcohol in the home, guns are locked in a gun cabinet in the grandparent’s bedroom, ammunition is locked in a safe in the grandparents bedroom and all poisonous/cleaning materials are locked in a cabinet in the kitchen.

	Are there any dangerous animals or pets in the home?
	
	x
	Describe. The family does not have any pets.

	Can the family provide financially for the children?  Discuss programs available (K-TAP, SNAP (food stamps), KCHIP). Provide Relative Resource List.
	X
	
	How? Both grandparents are employed full time with a combined yearly income of $90,000.  Their adult son receives disability in the amount of $530 monthly.  They will apply for KCHIP, KTAP and Relative Resource Benefit to purchase a baby bed, toddler bed and two dressers.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  TWIST, Mainframe and AOC records checks completed.  (SSW will attach AOC and DPP-159 results and discuss further in Section II.)
Section II:  Complete Within 30 Working Days and Prior to Submission
1. Interview all adults living in the home.  Specify who will provide direct care for the child.  Observe and describe the quality of the relationship between these persons and the child.

      Betty will be the primary caregiver for the children.  She works Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm.  Bob works out of town, he leaves Monday morning and does not return until Friday night.  Betty’s mother, Wanda Urp (68), comes to the home daily to supervise Barry when is not attending adult day care.  Barry will start attending adult day care Monday thru Friday and Wanda will care for the children.  The children are very bonded to Betty.  She has always kept them about every weekend.  The one year old displayed a strong attachment to Betty.  Betty states she is willing to do whatever it takes to ensure her grandchildren are taken care of.  Bob is equally attached to the children.  He is the typical ‘grandfather’ doting on the children.  Wanda is attached to the children as well.  She visited the home anytime the children have been there in the past.  Barry does not display a lot of emotion towards the children as is typical with his diagnosis.

2. Discuss the child’s needs (education, clothing, food, medical, emotional, physical).  Describe the caregiver’s ability to meet the needs, including any possible special needs?  What is the caregiver’s plan for appropriate child care after school, while the caregiver works, etc.?   


As stated above in #1 Wanda will come to the home and keep the children while Betty works.  Betty states she has contacted a daycare and is going to enroll them part time starting next month.  They will go to daycare on Monday and Wednesday which will give Wanda a break.  Betty had clothing for the children before they were placed with her that she used on weekends.  She has since purchased what else they needed.  Both children receive WIC and have Medicaid cards.  They continue to receive services from the local health department and their pediatrician.  Both children are physically healthy with no special needs.  Betty and Bob love the children and are willing to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure they provide for their needs.

3. Does the caregiver have access to transportation, telephone, medical services, first aid supplies and school?


Both grandparents have vehicles and cell phones as well as a land line phone.  They did not have a first aid kit in the home that was conducive to the age of the children, but one will be purchased within a week.  Wanda does not drive with the children but she can call Betty and or 911 if there is an emergency.  There is also a neighbor across the street that is at home during the day that Wanda can call if she needs assistance.


4. Discuss the relative’s understanding of DCBS policy and procedures including:  participating in the child’s case plan, providing full-time care for the child, protect the child from abuse or neglect, prohibit unsupervised contact with birth parent, monthly home visits, etc.

      SSC discussed DCBS policy and procedures with the relatives.  They understand they must participate in the child’s case plan and that they will be a part of the case plan.  They will attend FTM’s and any court hearings deemed necessary.  They are willing to protect the children from any unsupervised contact with the birth parents.  Betty expresses concerns regarding monthly home visits and her work schedule. SSC discussed that home visits can be scheduled around her work schedule.  They are willing to assume permanent custody of the children if it is necessary.  They both feel it would be best for the children to be raised by their mother and father but if that is not possible they will raise them.  
5. Describe caregiver’s views on maintaining parental, sibling and other family connections.  

The relatives have a great relationship with extended family members.  They have a lot of family that reside in the same area and they visit frequently.  They state they will abide by any visitation schedule that is given to them regarding the parents but also state they do not like the children being around the parents very much if they are not going to go home with them in the near future.  They think it is not good for them and that it is confusing.

6. Describe the caregiver’s views on discipline and punishment.


The relatives state they utilized corporal punishment on the children’s father when appropriate but did not utilize corporal punishment on their autistic son.  They state they will never spank their grandchildren and are afraid they will spoil them rotten and never discipline them at all.  Betty is aware of age appropriate discipline techniques and states she knows if she raises the children she will have to assume the role of disciplinarian.  
7. Does the caregiver or any household member have any known physical, psychological, emotional or intellectual limitations that impair their ability to care for the child?  Describe health history and current status for all family members.  Obtain doctor’s statement of caregiver’s ability if there are concerns.

      Betty has medicine controlled hypertension, no other health problems.  Bob has no health problems.  Barry is diagnosed as moderately autistic.  He requires 24 hour supervision.  He displays no violent tendencies and is not a threat to the children’s safety.  Betty has symptoms of beginning arthritis and medicine controlled hypertension. She has no other health problems. She remains active in her family, church and various community activities.  Worker noted no concerns regarding any of the adult’s ability to provide for the safety and protection of the children.  Betty will be the primary caregiver to her adult autistic son and her 2 young grandchildren.  She states she will utilize her support system of extended family, friends and neighbors to assist her in caring for them.  She states she has several offers for babysitting, housecleaning, cooking and running errands.
8. Discuss any concerns noted in the TWIST or AOC checks and how they could impact the care of the child.  Discuss the caregiver’s understanding of the impact that abuse, neglect or substance abuse may have on a child and the extended family.

      There was one referral on the family 8 years ago when Barry was 15 years old.  He started escaping from the house and was found wandering several times on the highway.  This is typical behavior of an autistic child.  They installed alarms on all the doors and windows.  This referral of neglect/lack of supervision was found to be unsubstantiated and the case was closed.  The relatives have a great understanding of how substance abuse has already affected their grandchildren and them.  They have tried to keep the children as much as the mother would allow them to, trying to protect them as much as they could.  Their son, the children’s father has been in and out of jail since he was 18 on drug related charges.  He currently has no contact with them because they will not support his drug habit.  
Summary and Recommendations (including any potential problem areas):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Placement Approved
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Placement Not Approved

*Attach DPP-1277A Relative Placement Support Benefit Statement of Need Worksheet, if applicable.*  

_________________________________  _______

_______________________________  __________

Worker Signature & Printed Name
 
Date


FSOS Signature & Printed Name   
       Date




SSC is recommending placement of the children in this relative’s home.  The home is appropriate and they are financially capable of providing for their needs. They are agreeable with DCBS making home visits, case planning and supervised visitation with the parents.  They have a plan in place that is currently working surrounding child care.  Wanda comes to the home on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday to care for the children.  The children go to daycare on Monday and Wednesday.  Barry attends Adult Day Care Monday thru Friday.  But that still leaves Betty caring for the two children and her adult autistic son four nights a week alone. If this becomes an issue in the future it will be addressed by the ongoing worker. Another potential problem area is the challenge to be a grandparent in the parenting role.  SSC has referred the relatives to a relative support group to assist them in gaining some insight into this reverse role they are in.  SSC recommends for the ongoing worker to continue to assess and monitor the childcare arrangements, the stressors associated with parenting grandchildren and an adult autistic child.  SSC believes that with the appropriate case planning and support system this will be a valid placement.  The relatives possess genuine love and concern for their grandchildren and have their best interests at heart. 








