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TIP SHEET

(may be used as a checklist when making home visit)

The SSW assures that the family receives a face-to face contact at least once a month in the family’s home unless the SRA or designee approves in writing, an alternate arrangement, which the SSW documents in contacts. Additional contact is recommended if a family member is experiencing a high level of stress, or if there are issues of chemical dependence or mental illness.  The SSW insures that the case record documents:

· SSWs discussion with the family regarding progress on the Family Level Objective;

· SSWs discussion with the family regarding progress on Individual Level Objectives;

· Information provided to the child’s family about the child’s placement, educational progress, current mental health, physical health, medications, social activities, and Lifebook;

· The parents’ concerns about quality of services provided to their child while in out of home care;

· SSWs observations regarding the home setting and environmental safety;

· SSWs discussion of the family’s perception of,  and reactions to visits with the child;

· Barriers to maintaining regular visitation with children, such as work schedules and transportation;

· SSWs discussion of typical reactions that children and parents may experience with visitation;

· Feedback from service providers, which may include progress reports from therapists, parenting  instructors, Family Preservation staff and chemical dependency counselors;

· Obstacles to achieving case planning objectives, such as lack of community resources and treatment providers;

· Factors that may be affecting the inconsistency and frequency of SSW home visits; and

· SSWs discussion of permanency, including any barriers which may be delaying permanency, such as the judicial system.
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