Date:_______________________________

Parent:______________________________






Name







Child:________________________________









Name


Age

STRENGTHS IN FAMILIES

Parent-Child Relationship



Birth Mother   Birth Father

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     1.  Parent shows empathy for the child.
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     2.  Parent responds appropriately to the child’s verbal and non-




verbal signals.
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     3.  Parent has an ability to put the child’s needs ahead of 




his/her own.
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     4.  When they are together, the child shows comfort in the 




parent’s presence.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     5.  The parent has raised the child for a significant period of 




time.
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     6.  In the past, the parent has met the child’s basic physical 




and emotional needs.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     7.  Parent accepts some responsibility for the problems that 



brought the child into care or to the attention of the 




authorities.
Parental Support System

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     8.  The parent has positive, significant relationships with 
other 



adults who seem free of overt pathology (spouse, parents, 



friends, or relatives).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
     9.  The parent has a meaningful support system that can help 



him/her now (church, job, counselor).
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    10. Extended family is nearby and capable of providing support.

Past Support System
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    11. Extended family history shows family members able to help 



appropriately when one member is not functioning well.
     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    12. Relatives came forward to offer help when the child needed 




placement.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    13. Relatives have followed through on commitments in the 




past.

Birth Mother   Birth Father

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    14. There are significant other adults, not blood relatives, who 



have helped in the past.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    15. Significant other adults have followed through on 





commitments in the past. 

Family History

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    16. The parent’s own history shows consistency of parental 




caretaker.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    17. The parent’s history shows evidence of his/her childhood 



needs being met adequately.

Parent’s Self-Care and Maturity

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    18. Parent’s general health is good.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    19. Parent uses medical care for self appropriately.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    20. Parent’s hygiene and grooming are consistently adequate.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    21. Parent has a history of stability in housing.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    22. Parent has a solid employment history.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    23. Parent has graduated from high school or possesses a GED

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    24. Parent has employable skills.

Child’s Emotional, Cognitive and Social Development



      Yes                 No

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    25. Child shows age-appropriate cognitive skills.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    26. Child is able to attend to tasks at an age/appropriate level.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    27. Child shows evidence of conscience development.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    28. Child has appropriate social skills.

     FORMCHECKBOX 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
    29. Major behavioral problems are absent.

Based on Foster Care Drift:  A Risk Assessment Matrix, Child Welfare, by Linda Katz and Chris Robinson

