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RELATIVE PLACEMENT DECISION MAKING MATRIX


Upon the initial entry into care, a child should be placed with a relative whenever possible.  In those rare circumstances in which a relative is identified and evaluated only after a child has been placed with a non-relative caretaker for a significant period of time, the following decision making matrix should be utilized as a guide to document the basis for deciding which placement option serves the child’s best interest.  The SSW consults with the Family Services Office Supervisor (FSOS) and uses the Relative Placement Matrix as a guide when considering a change of placement from a non-relative caregiver to a relative caregiver.
	YES
	NO
	POINTS OF CONSIDERATION FOR PLACEMENT


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Are parental rights still intact? 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Will placement with relative facilitate achievement of the child’s permanency goal? 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Is the relative willing and able to work in partnership to achieve the permanency goal, including participation in Case Planning conferences?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If applicable, will siblings be placed together in the relative placement? (Refer also to placement decision making matrix regarding sibling separation)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If the child receives regular services from a Qualified Mental Health Professional, is this individual supportive of placement with the relative? **

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Relative is willing and able to meet the child’s basic needs, as well as medical, emotional, educational and treatment needs

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Does the child have a prior relationship and/or significant attachment to the relative? 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Consideration has been given to the child’s age, length of time placed with the current caregiver, and issues of attachment, and a determination has been made that placement with a relative will NOT be detrimental to the child.  


*If the child does not currently receive services from a QMHP, it may be appropriate to seek an assessment regarding which placement option would be in the best interest of the child.
**Any item marked "no" warrants consultation with Regional management.
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