Protective Child Care assistance Tip Sheet
Protective child care is designed to keep families together and to increase a parent’s capacity to safely and effectively care for their child(ren).  It may be approved if one or more of the following situations are present in a household:  
· There is a substantiated finding on an unknown perpetrator;
· There is a substantiated abuse or neglect finding against the parents because they are making poor decisions about their child(ren)’s caretaker;

· An infant is born addicted to or having withdrawals from drugs, or the parent will be enrolled in a substance abuse program;
· There are immediate safety risks, such as current domestic violence in the home, mental health issues affecting parenting capacity, multiple reports and current investigation or ongoing case due to lack of supervision or inappropriate supervision;
· The children have been in OOHC or relative placement and have been returned home, and child care is a critical factor in the ability of the parents to successfully reunite with their children;
· The child(ren)’s placement has recently changed from one parent to the other and the parent needs temporary child care in order to have time to make long-term arrangements;
· There are tasks on the case plan and/or court-orders requiring supervised contact between one parent and the children and the other parent works full-time or is not in the home or enrollment in domestic violence, anger management, parenting classes, and/or counseling;  
· The parent is overwhelmed with parenting responsibilities and has little to no support system to assist; 

· To assist parents in accessing services or following through on case plan tasks;
· The child(ren) has needs for stability, supervision, structure.  
This list should be used as a general guideline for workers to determine whether a family qualifies for protective child care, but is not an all-inclusive list.  
If appropriate supervision is a protective issue for the family, workers should encourage families to look for appropriate relatives or friends prior to pursuing a protective child care request.
Protective child care requests are intended to address immediate safety concerns.  Justifications should explain the family’s current situation and how protective child care will reduce the level of risk.  Justifications need to include information on the following: whether it is an active investigation or ongoing case; why the case is or will be opened; and what are the specific case plan tasks/prevention plan items/substantiation decisions that indicate child care services would be needed.  Workers also need to list any relatives or friends who are assisting with supervision, and if the parent(s) is working full or part-time.
Redetermination of child care will also be considered based on the family’s continuing needs.  The justification should be revised to accurately reflect the family’s current situation, explaining any progress the family has made since the last child care approval, what the plan is for the next six months, and why child care continues to be needed to protect the children.
*If further assistance is needed in determining what type of situation is appropriate for protective child care, please contact the Child Protection Branch at 502-564-2136 or DCBSChildProtection@ky.gov.
