
For the Social Services Worker

Immediate Response:






Within 2-4 hours
Assessment









Medical Examination


· Assess the child or vulnerable adult for obvious injury or distress,


The child or vulnerable adult should be evaluated in

 If any of the below examples are noted, ACTIVATE EMS IMMEDIATELY.

 Emergency Room, Physician’s Office, etc. by 












 qualified medical professional

Examples include but are not limited to:   







                                                                        Includes vital signs, a thorough lung examination, respiratory 
· Rapid breathing







               rate and oxygen saturation on room air.
· Difficulty breathing







 Blood Tests:  CBC with differential, Chemistry Panel to

· Appears ill








 include BUN and Creatinine, and Liver Panel.
· Injuries that are worrisome such as burns




               In children and vulnerable adults a chest x-ray, 12 lead EKG

· Lethargy (sluggishness, apathy)






 and pulmonary function tests if clinically indicated.

· Somnolence (sleepy or drowsy)






Within 72 hours
· If there is an explosion 









· If there are active chemicals at the scene
· EMS ,if contacted ,will make decisions regarding need for 



If Liver panel is elevated, Hepatitis B and C panels should

emergent intervention including full decontamination                                           

 be evaluated.

Cleansing or Containment        





Mental Health Evaluation.
· Should occur prior to  transport







Dental evaluation.
· Gloves should be worn so as not to expose worker




For children, a developmental evaluation with special 

· Clothing should be removed, if possible






attention to speech, language and motor skills

· Cleanse the hair and skin of child or vulnerable adult. A warm shower 

Is adequate and preferable to a bath






· New clothing should be given to the child or vulnerable adult as all

                            Follow-up     



                                                                                                       
       clothing inside the area where the methamphetamine lab is located is

             For children, repeat the medical examination in 30 days,

considered contaminated.                                                                                                             6 months and 1 year.
· If unable to cleanse, place a sheet on car seat for transport to acceptable facility.

Medical Examination follow-up for vulnerable adults 




is at the discretion of their medical practitioner as some
Collect









 vulnerable and elderly adults may be more sensitive
· Collect urine from potentially exposed children and




 to cardiac and respiratory effects of methamphetamine
       vulnerable adults as soon as possible, preferably within 2 hours of removal 


 chemicals.



· Urine should be screened quantitatively for drugs of abuse 



For children, follow up developmental recommendations as

(this should indicate a number of particles found, not just positive or negative results.

needed.
· There are NO ACCEPTABLE levels of methamphetamine in children.


In both children and vulnerable adults follow up mental












health recommendations as needed.


For the Emergency Department or Physician’s Office

Immediate Response:

Children should have at least a preliminary decontamination at the scene to include removal of clothing, if possible and cleansing of hair and skin at the scene before transport.

Medical Examination

Complete Medical Examination to assess Acute Medical Needs

· Urine for Toxicology (quantitative) COLLECTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,  PREFERABLY WITHIN 2 HOURS 
Should be submitted a lab that screens and reports for the level of detection and not just NIDA standards

Chain of evidence forms may be utilized or usual medical protocols for urine toxicology screens should be followed.

· Thorough Pulmonary Examination:

(minimum standard for the symptomatic child)
Vital signs

Respiratory Rate


O2 Saturation


CXR

· Labs:  (can be done acutely or within 72 hours

CBC with Differential

Chemistry Panel to include BUN and Creatinine

Liver Function Test

Vulnerable adults including the elderly may be more sensitive than children to cardiac and respiratory effects of toxins found in a methamphetamine lab.

O2 sats, ECG and CXR are recommended.
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