PROTOCOL FOR APS WORKERS FOR INTAKE & ASSESSMENT OF VULNERABLE ADULTS  IN OR EXPOSED TO METH LABS

                                         If a worker  is at a home and suspects a meth lab then they should leave and call law enforcement.
Intake Determination

· All allegations of a vulnerable adult exposed to a Meth Lab will be taken as a referral .(Note: this is due to the explosive nature of chemicals involved as well as skin to skin contamination that can occur.)

· Referrals are considered an emergency, but workers should not go to the home without  law enforcement.

Investigation 

· Vulnerable adults should be interviewed away from the home, if possible. Do Not enter a home where a meth lab is suspected. 

· IF A METH LAB IS FOUND:

1. Worker should request law enforcement to assist vulnerable adult in exiting the home and request they take pictures of entire home as needed, not just  photos of chemicals that are needed for prosecution.

2. Determine if there are other vulnerable adults or children not currently in the home and assist in securing alternate appropriate placement.
3. Medical personnel should check all vulnerable adults exposed to meth labs within 2-4 hours.

4. Call an Ambulance to determine if emergency treatment is necessary. If emergency treatment is needed then an ambulance should transport vulnerable adult to Emergency Room. If adult refuses treatment worker should pursue an ex parte protective order as appropriate.

5. If the vulnerable adult does not need emergency treatment, then the worker will assist the vulnerable adult in seeking treatment from an appropriate medical center. This may include an EPSO if appropriate.

6. TAKE NOTHING from the home; items could be contaminated with dangerous toxins.

Decontamination

Before Transporting by EMS

· Worker should request the adult remove clothing, cleanse with soap and water, or baby wipes if shower is not available.   

· Worker should request adult sit on a blanket, if possible, to avoid contamination of surfaces contacted.

· Worker should wear gloves.

· DO NOT use blanket or clothing from home

Medical Examination

· See criteria for Medical Protocol for Evaluation of Meth Exposed Children and Vulnerable Adults, for the Social Services Worker
· Urine for toxicology screening—including methamphetamine—should be collected at the appropriate medical facility; however, if for some reason this is not possible it should be collected within 12 hours.

· Diagnostic lab work should also be collected at the time of the medical evaluation.

Follow Up

· Follow-up should occur for exposed vulnerable adults per direction of treating physician, and should be addressed in the aftercare plan. 
