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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY TRANSMITTAL LETTER, 16-01
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Tina Webb, Assistant Director


Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:   
January 5, 2016
SUBJECT:
Child Fatality/Near Fatality Updates


The purpose of this transmittal letter is to inform staff of changes made to the child fatality and near fatality SOP and supporting documents.   Revisions to SOP include: 

· Changes made to the internal review process to streamline the process, allow it to better capture data regarding these cases and bring it in line with the CQI system;   
· Steps on how to work child fatality and near fatality reports that come in during the course of an open investigation.   Historically, when this occurred, the SSW would stop working the initial investigation and concentrate all efforts on the fatality or near fatality.  With the updated process, the SSW will now triage the work to determine how best to manage the case as a whole; 
· The addition of information regarding the external review panel; and 
· New procedures surrounding how to manage ongoing services when the family already has an open case and a fatality or near fatality report is received.  .

The following SOP sections have been revised to reflect these changes:  

· 2.6 Completing the CPS Intake;
· 2.14 Investigations of Child Fatalities and Near Fatalities (New name);

· 2.14.1 Child Fatality in an Open Case or Investigation with no Allegations of Abuse or Neglect (New section); and

· 2.14.2 Notification and Funeral Preparation Regarding a Child Fatality (New section).

The following forms have been added to, deleted from or updated on the SOP manual site:  

· Determining a Near Fatality Tip Sheet;

· DPP-126 Child Fatality/Near Fatality Summary Document (New);

· DPP-127 Checklist for Fatality/Near Fatality Cases (New);

· Notice of Child Fatality/Near Fatality (removed because content has been merged into the Child Fatality/Near Fatality Summary Document); and 

· Fatality/Near Fatality Internal Review Template (removed because content has been merged into the Child Fatality/Near Fatality Summary Document).

If you have any questions regarding this transmittal letter, please contact:

Bridget Frailley, Child Fatality Liaison  

Bridget.frailley@ky.gov
(502) 564-6852, ext. 3605
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