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Protection and Permanency Transmittal letter, PPtl 09-14

TO:
Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates

 

Regional Program Specialists

 

Family Services Office Supervisors


FROM:
Michael Cheek, Director


Division of Protection and Permanency


DATE:
November 6, 2009

SUBJECT:  
Revisions made to SOP as a result of the Fostering Connections to Success Act

The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of revisions made to SOP as required by the Fostering Connections to Success Act. These revisions were made to update existing SOP to current standards regarding Relative Search and Placement, Post Finalization Adoption Assistance and to meet the requirements for Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act (P.L. 110-351).  

Below is a chart listing the requirements for Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act (P.L. 110-351) and how the cabinet has met each requirement:

	FEDERAL REQUIREMENT
	HOW THE CABINET HAS MET THE REQUIREMENT

	Notice to Relatives of Removal  
Adult relatives of child are to be notified within 30 days of child being removed from home.
· Notice to state-child removed from custody of parent, all options available to the relative, foster parent requirements and supports, kinship guardianship (if available).
	Revisions to SOP 7E.1.3 Relative Search and Placement, SOP 7E.1.1 (A), Relative Search 

and DPP-1275(A) Notice to Relative of Removal of a Child.



	FEDERAL REQUIREMENT
	HOW THE CABINET HAS MET THE REQUIREMENT

	Access to Federal Parent Locator Services (FPLS)

Requires the "exercise of due diligence" in contacting the child's parents, grandparents, aunts or uncles and adult siblings within 30 days of removal from the home. Provide agency access to Federal Parent Locator Service.
	Absent Parent Handbook which contains information concerning the FPLS and how it can be accessed through the state Child Support Enforcement agency. 

	Educational Stability
Plan to ensure while in foster care:
· placement includes review of school child is attending

· coordinate with local educational agencies to ensure child remains in their school unless it is not appropriate;

· plan to ensure reasonable travel for the child in foster care

Educational attendance requirement:
· Each child shall be attending full time elementary or secondary; enrolled, attending home school, independent study, or unable to attend.
	An educational assessment is completed within 30 days of the child coming into foster care.  Also, an educational review is completed prior to each case planning conference.

	Health Plan Oversight and Coordination Plan
Develop ongoing oversight and coordination of health care services for foster care children to identify and respond to the needs of the child. 

Outline:
· Schedule of initial and follow-up health screenings;

· How monitored and treated;

· How to update medical information;

· Ensure continuity of care;

· oversight of prescriptions;

· How the state consults with professionals to determine treatment;

Responsibility of the agency that administers the state plan.
	Health plan is completed within 14 days of the child coming into care, physical is scheduled, includes visual and dental screenings. Medical Passport has been developed and is reviewed monthly and at each case planning conference. Also, the Medical Support section in Central Office consults and coordinates individual health plans.

	Sibling Placement Plan
Place siblings together or provide for frequent visitation.
	Placement with Siblings Tip Sheet includes information concerning the initial placement plan and how it should include placing siblings together and other information pertaining to the placement of siblings. 

	Tax Credit
Inform prospective adoptive parent of possible federal tax credits of Cabinet children. 
	Revisions to SOP 2.5 Adoption Assistance and Kentucky’s Adoption Assistance Handbook. 

	Transition Plan
Transition plan to be completed during the 3 months before a youth aged 18, 19, 20 or 21 leaves state care as a part of the case plan. 
	Revisions to SOP 7E.6 Independent Living Services, SOP 7E.6.1 Process Overview for Independent Living, SOP 7E.2.8 Transition from Planning for OOHC for Disabled Youth, SOP 7C.7.2 Six (6) Month Case Planning Conference Periodic Review and the creation of the new Transition Plan.




The following SOP have been revised:

· SOP 7E.1.3 Relative Search and Placement
· SOP 7E.1.3(A) Relative Search
· SOP 1B.7 Utilization Review Consult (URC)
· SOP 7E.1.7(A) General Guidelines for Kinship Care Consideration
· SOP 7C.3.1 Use of Genogram/Family Tree
· SOP 2.5.6 Post Finalization Adoption Assistance Request
Additionally, several related forms have been created or revised and are available on the  SOP online manual website. These include:
·  DPP-1275 Relative Exploration Form (Revised)
·  Out of Home Care Checklist (Revised)
·  Absent Parent and Relative Handbook (New)
· DPP-1275(A) Notice to Relative of Removal of a Child (New)
Please note: The Placement with Siblings Tip Sheet is currently posted on the Resources page of the Online Manuals website, but is highlighted in this transmittal letter in order to provide guidance to staff as they develop the initial placement plan to place siblings together. 

The summary of revisions and additions includes, but is not limited to:

· Diligent attempts will be made to identify and notify all family members within thirty (30) 
              days of the removal of a child.

· The Absent Parent Search Form and other search mechanisms will be utilized to

    complete the relative search.
· The relative search will extend beyond the thirty (30) days if previous search attempts

    are unsuccessful.
· When a non-parental relative placement is being considered, information concerning
    becoming a potential placement option for the child will be shared with the relative.
These revisions will be effective November 15, 2009 and will supersede all previous issued policy regarding these topics.  The SOP is available on the SOP Manual website and will remain in red font and strikethroughs until the effective date.  The new Absent Parent and Relative Search Handbook and DPP-1275A Notice to Relative of Removal of a Child will be posted on the Resources page of the Online Manuals website. If you have any questions concerning this transmittal letter, please contact Lisa R. Smith at lisar.smith@ky.gov or at (502)564-7536 x4078.
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