[image: image1.png]




CABINET FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES


DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES

Division of Protection and Permanency
Quality Assurance and Policy Development Branch

COA Accredited Agency  

[image: image2.wmf]
Steven L. Beshear                                                                                                                           Janie Miller
Governor

                                                                                                                                        Secretary


Protection and Permanency TRANSMITTAL LETTER, PPTL 08-09

TO:
Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates

 

Regional Program Specialists

 

Family Services Office Supervisors


FROM:
Mike Cheek, Director


Division of Protection and Permanency


DATE:
June 13, 2008
SUBJECT:  SOP Revisions for Background Checks Requirements for Applicant Resource Home Parents, Kinship Care Providers and Relative Caregivers  
The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of revisions made to Standards of Practice (SOP) relating to Background Checks for Resource Home, Kinship Care Provider and Relative Caregiver applicants.  The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-248) specifies the revised manner and process in which states conduct background checks for Resource Homes and PCP foster/adoptive homes. P.L. 109-248 provides procedures for criminal records checks for any prospective foster or adoptive parent prior to approval of any placement. To comply with the provisions of P.L. 109-248 and to provide a similar evaluative process for kinship care providers and relative caregivers, the following SOP have been revised or created:
· SOP 3A.2 Background Checks for Resource Parents (Revision);
· SOP 3A.2.1 Child Abuse/Neglect Central Registry and Fingerprint Checks (Revision);

· SOP 3A.2.1(A) Child Abuse Central Registry Check Requests From Another State (New); and
· SOP 7E.1.3(C) Background Checks for Kinship Care Providers or Relative Caregivers (New).
The summary of revisions and additions includes, but is not limited to:
· National Crime Information Database (NCID) fingerprint criminal checks are required for all Resource Home/Respite Care applicants and their adult household members.  The DPP-159 Criminal Records Check Authorization is a new form required for all NCID checks;
· NCID fingerprint criminal records checks are required for all Kinship Care Provider applicants, Relative Caregivers applicants and their adult household members who have lived out of state within the past 5 years prior to application; and
· Child Abuse or neglect checks are required for each state of residence during the past 5 years for Resource Home/Respite Care, Kinship Care Provider and Relative Caregiver applicants and their adult household members.

Also included in this issuance are the following forms that were updated after recent amendments to 922 KAR 1:470 and 922 KAR 1:490: 

· DPP-156 Central Registry Checks; 

· DPP-156 Central Registry Checks (Spanish); and

· DPP-157 Child Abuse or Neglect Check. 
Please inform staff of the availability of these forms on the SOP manual website.
These Standards of Practice (SOP) will be effective July 1, 2008 and will supersede all previously issued SOP or policy regarding this topic.  These revisions have been posted on the SOP Manual website and will remain in red font and strikethroughs until the effective date.  If you have any questions concerning this transmittal letter, please contact Jennie Willson via email Jennie.Willson@ky.gov or phone (502) 564-6852 (x 4170).
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