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Protection and Permanency TRANSMITTAL LETTER PPTL 07-06
TO:

Service Region Administrators

Service Region Administrator Associates

 

Regional Program Specialists

 

Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:


Michael Cheek, Director

Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:

June 15, 2007
SUBJECT: Revisions and Additions to SOP Relating to Federal Adoption and Title IV-E policies.
The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of revisions and additions to a variety of SOPs that relate to Federal Adoption and Title IV-E policies.  The new/revised SOPs are indicated by red print and are found at the SOP online manual website under SOP:

· 2.1.8 Preparing the Presentation Summary Packet (Revision)

· 2.2.1 DCBS Foster Parent Adoption (Revision)

· 2.2.6 Referral of a Child to Special Needs Adoption Program (SNAP)  (Revision)

· 2.5 Adoption Assistance (Revision)

· 2.5.1 Adoption Assistance Eligibility and Criteria (Revision)

· 2.5.3 Annual Contact With the Adoptive Family (Revision)

· 2.5.4 Adoption Assistance Renegotiation (Revision)

· 2.5.5 Discontinuance of Adoption Assistance (Revision)

· 2.5.6 Post Finalization Adoption Assistance Requests (Revision)

· 2.5.6(A) Post-Adoptive Placement Stabilization Services (Revision)

· 2.5.6(B) Post-Adoption Child Support (New)

· 2.5.7 Continuation of State Funded Adoption Assistance After Age 18 (New)

· 2.5.7(A) Continuation of Title IV-E Adoption Assistance After Age 18 (New)

· 2.5.9 Social Security and Other Benefits (Revision)

· 2.6.2 Relative Independent Adoption (Revision)

· 2.7.2 Obtaining an Out Of State Home Study (Revision)
· 7D.5 Emergency Custody Order Determinations (Revision)
· 7E.1.15 Title IV-E Determinations (Revision)
· 7J Child Benefits Workers (CBW) and Billing Specialists Title IV-E, Medicaid, and Other Applicable Benefits (Revision)
Additionally, a number of related forms were created or revised. These include:

· DPP-193 Adoption Review Committee Comments (Revision)

· DPP-196 Special Needs Adoption Program Referral (Revision)
· DPP-196-A Individualized Recruitment Plan (Revision)

· DPP-196-B Update to Special Needs Adoption Program Referral (New)
· DPP-196C SNAP Withdrawal Form (Revision)
· DPP-215 Consent to Adoption (Revision)

· DPP-601 Referral for Determination of Disability to Continue IV-E Funded Adoption Assistance (New)
These revisions and new SOPs are being issued to comply with federal and state law requirements.  These include, but are not limited to:

· Adoption assistance eligibility criteria for “special needs” was revised to include members of ethnic or racial minorities. 
· Title IV-E funded post-finalization Adoption Assistance requests (for which adoption assistance had not been previously requested) can be approved only after a Service Appeal determines that a child was wrongly denied benefits.
· For children receiving Title IV-E funded Adoption Assistance, DCBS will no longer reduce the Title IV-E for adoptive homes receiving a rate higher than basic to the basic rate for failure to obtain annual training.

· Title IV-E funded Adoption Assistance will no longer be suspended by DCBS for adoptive children re-entering Out Of Home Care (OOHC). DCBS staff can renegotiate the subsidy to a lower level in these cases but DCBS must have the concurrence of the adoptive parent(s).  No suspensions of the subsidy can occur for any reason, without the concurrence of the adoptive parents.

· Procedures and the form DPP-601, Referral for Determination of Disability to Continue IV-E Funded Adoption Assistance, have been provided for field staff to request the continuation of Title IV-E funds past the age of 18 in specified situations.

· Criteria for Federal Title IV-E Adoption Assistance and State Funded Adoption Assistance have been separated to specify discontinuance and or reduction criteria under each program.

· The Adoption Assistance Agreement will now be in effect from the time of signature until it is terminated, thus eliminating renewal every two (2) years. 
· Clarification and procedures have been provided for post-adoption child support.
· Procedures for relative independent adoptions have been amended to require a report and/or to complete a criminal background check and child registry check only when ordered by the Circuit or Family Court.

· Clarification has been provided for Out of State adoption home study procedures. 
· Title IV-E related materials were updated in SOP 7J and SOP 7E due to Federal requirements, which include requiring that the judicial determination that results in the child's removal coincide with (i.e., occur at the same time as) the agency's action to physically or constructively remove the child, unless the court order specifies an alternative timeframe for removal.  Otherwise the child will not be eligible for Title IV-E.

The SOP revisions will be effective July 1, 2007 and supersede all previously issued Standards of Practice or policy regarding this topic.  If you have any questions concerning this transmittal letter, please contact Chris Workman at chris.workman@ky.gov or (502) 564-6852 (x-4500).
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