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Protection and Permanency TRANSMITTAL LETTER PPTL 07-05
TO:

Service Region Administrators

Service Region Administrator Associates

 

Regional Program Specialists

 

Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:


Michael Cheek, Director

Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:

May 15, 2007
SUBJECT: Revisions and Additions to SOP Relating to Placing Children With Relatives.
The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of revisions and additions to a variety of SOPs that relate to placing children with relatives.  The revised and new SOPs include:

7E.1 INITIAL PLACEMENT CONSIDERATIONS (Revision)

7E.1.1(B) INVOLVEMENT OF FATHERS AND PATERNAL FAMILY MEMBERS (Revision)
7E.1.3  RELATIVE SEARCH AND PLACEMENT (New)

7E.1.3 (A) RELATIVE SEARCH (New)

7E.1.3 (B) RELATIVE PLACEMENT (Renumbered)
7E.2.1 PROCESS OVERVIEW FOR PLACEMENT CHANGES (Revision)

7C.3.1 USE OF GENOGRAM / FAMILY TREE (Revision)
7D.11 TEMPORARY REMOVAL HEARING (TRH) (Revision)

Additionally, a number of related forms and resources were created or revised. These include:

DPP-1275 Relative Form (New)

Five Day Conference Checklist (New)

Letter to Father (New)

OOHC Checklist (Revised)

Relative Placement Decision Making Matrix (New)

Voluntary Affidavit of Paternity (New)
The summary of revisions include, but are not limited to:

· Clarification that relative placement is the first placement option considered when a child enters out-of-home care.

· Providing requirements and clarification of the relative search and placement process.

· Clarification of the responsibility to identify the father, consider them and paternal relatives as a placement option, and involve the father in case planning.

· Adding a Relative Search and Placement Introduction section.

· Requiring the use of the DPP-1275, Relative Exploration Form, at the five (5) day conference to ensure both maternal and paternal relatives are considered as a possible relative placement.

· Providing a Voluntary Affidavit of Paternity form to assist SSWs in obtaining the name and location of the alleged father of the child.

· Providing a form letter for SSWs to send to an alleged father to assist in legally establishing paternity.

· Providing Procedures to obtain a court order for paternity testing.

· Providing Procedures to request court assistance in obtaining the identity of the father.  

· Providing the Relative Placement Matrix as a resource to guide decision making when considering a change of placement from a non-relative to a relative.

The SOP revisions will be effective June 1, 2007.  If you have any questions concerning this transmittal letter, please contact Chris Workman at chris.workman@ky.gov or (502) 564-6852 (x-4500).
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