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FROM:
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Division of Protection and Permanency
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January 28, 2005

SUBJECT:
Revisions to Chapters 7A – CPS Intake and 7B-CPS Investigations regarding Emotional Abuse Investigations and Emotional Injury Evaluations
The purpose of this transmittal letter is to notify staff of revised SOPs in Chapters 7A-CPS Intake and 7B-CPS Investigations regarding Emotional Abuse Investigations and Emotional Injury Evaluations, to include:

· Clarifying Kentucky's statutory definition of an emotionally abused or emotionally neglected child; 

· Clarifying Kentucky's statutory definition of emotional injury;

· Clarifying the collaborative efforts between DCBS and the Regional Mental Health /Mental Retardation Boards in determining emotional injury;

· Utilizing the "Emotional Abuse Assessment Referral" form and the "Emotional Injury Checklist";

· Clarifying that emotional injury can only be substantiated when a Qualified Mental Health Professional (QMHP) makes an assessment that an emotional injury has occurred to a child as a result of abusive behaviors; and 

· Adding a "Tip Sheet for Emotional Injury". 

The revisions to SOP are indicated by red print and are found in Chapters 7A-CPS Intake and 7B-CPS Investigations on the DPP online manual website at:

SOP 7A.2.3 - Emotional Injury (Neglect);

SOP 7B.6 - Emotional Abuse Investigations and Emotional Injury Evaluations; 

SOP 7B.6.1 – Child Emotional Injury Investigation/FINSA; and

SOP 7B.9 Determination of Findings of Investigation or FINSA.

The "Tip Sheet for Emotional Injury" is located in the resource section of the DPP online manual website and is linked to SOP 7A.2.3 - Emotional Injury (Neglect) and SOP 7B.6.1 – Child Emotional Injury Investigation/FINSA.

The SOP revisions will be effective February 15, 2005 and supercede all previously issued Standards of Practice or policy regarding this topic.
If you have any questions concerning this memorandum, please contact Jeff Wright at jeffw.wright@ky.gov or (502) 564-6852 (x-4464).
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