[image: image1.png]




CABINET FOR HEALTH AND FAMILY SERVICES


DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES

Division of Protection and Permanency
COA Accredited Agency  

[image: image2.wmf]
Matthew G Bevin
                     Vickie Yates Brown Glisson
Governor                                                                                                                                                                 Secretary


PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY INFORMATION MEMORANDUM, 15-10
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Tina Webb, Assistant Director


Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:   
December 21, 2015

SUBJECT:
Free Online Materials for Caregivers and DCBS Staff about Safe Sleep

The Department for Public Health in collaboration with the Safe Sleep State Task Force has developed a comprehensive “Safe Sleep” awareness campaign.  The campaign is a statewide effort to raise awareness of the importance of safe sleep for babies and to lower the number of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) related deaths in Kentucky.  

In Kentucky, the infant mortality rate is higher than the national average. Every five (5) days a baby dies with a sleep-related risk factor in Kentucky. SIDS is the sudden death of an infant less than one-year old that cannot be explained after a full investigation. SIDS cannot always be avoided, but there are ways to lower the chances of SIDS by following safe sleep practices.

A website was created for information for professionals, families, caregivers, etc. http://www.safesleepky.org/.  Printable flyers, brochures, and other resources are available on this site.  Just click the “What You Need to Know” tab at the top of the page and then choose the “DCBS Workers” link. 
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact: 
Lucie Estill, Child Protection Services Branch Manager 

Lucie.estill@ky.gov 
(502) 564-2136, ext. 3568
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