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            PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY MEMORANDUM, 16-21
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Gretchen Marshall, Assistant Director


Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:   
October 21, 2016
SUBJECT:
Use of Protective Custody by Law Enforcement 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide clarification of the use of protective custody by law enforcement.  “Protective custody” applies only to law enforcement agencies. When law enforcement officers release a child that they have placed in protective custody to a cabinet employee, this does not immediately result in the cabinet assuming custody or legal authority of the child.  Appropriate alternative placements (i.e. parents, relatives or other individuals willing and able to care for the child) must be sought first.  Otherwise, if necessary and after consultation with regional office, the cabinet must request an emergency custody order through the court in order to place the child.
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact:

Lucie Estill, Child Protection Branch Manager
Lucie.estill@ky.gov
(502) 564-2136, ext. 3568
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