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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY MEMORANDUM, 16-05
TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Gretchen Marshall


Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:   
April 8, 2016
SUBJECT:
Religious Affiliation Documentation and Revisions to the DPP-1294A Rehabilitative Services Monthly Contact Report
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidance to staff regarding accurate documentation of the religious affiliation of children in out of home care and to inform staff of revisions made to the DPP-1294A Rehabilitative Services Monthly Contact Report.  
It is imperative the religious affiliation of all children in out of home care be documented accurately in iTWIST. This information has to be provided by the Cabinet yearly, as part of a settlement agreement (US District Court Western District of KY, Pedreira et.al. VS. CHFS et. al., Civil Action No. 3:00-CV-210-S).  Additionally, it is best practice in the field of social work, and aligned with the NASW Code of Ethics to practice social work in a culturally competent manner.  
When selecting a religious affiliation for a child identifying as a Christian, staff should select a denomination, not the religion or a division of a religion (An example of a denomination is Presbyterian or Baptist). 
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Staff should not select a division of Christianity, such as Protestant, as this is not a denomination.  A selection for “non-denominational” is available for children identifying to a religion, but not a specific denomination.  
Similarly, an individual that identifies as Muslim, is a member of the Islam faith and this selection should be made for this child.
Staff should select “other”, only when the religion or denomination the child belongs is not available as a value selection.  In these cases, the SSW enters the identified religion or denomination into the text field provided. 
Non-denominational, Islam (Muslim) and Roman Catholic are values commonly entered into the “other” field, but that exist on the current list of religious affiliation values.  “Does not attend” is often entered in the “other” text box as well. The SSW should select the religion the child identifies with in this situation, regardless if they attend services. If they do not identify with a religion then “no affiliation” should be selected.  
“Unknown” should never be entered into the text field.  Staff should always identify the religious affiliation of the child.  

SOP 4.9 Initial Placement Considerations provides direction for discussing with the child or parent/guardian to determine the child’s religious affiliation.
If you have questions regarding documenting religious affiliations, please contact: 

Tina Hagenbuch, Out of Home Care Branch Manager

Tina.Hagenbuch@ky.gov
(502) 564-6852, ext. 3577

OR

Jennifer Thornhill, Internal Policy Analyst III/PCC Liaison

Jennifer.Thornhill@ky.gov
(502) 564-6852, ext. 3608

Also, revisions to the DPP-1294A Rehabilitative Services Monthly Contact Report were made to the location of contact section to avoid confusion between the previous selection; options of treatment facilities and the child/youth placement and to ensure the appropriate selections were being made. 

Revisions were also made to the religious activity section to capture more specific information. Responses now include specifying what religious/non-religious activities child attended or participated and the specific religious materials given to the child.

If you have any questions regarding the DPP-1294A revisions, please contact:

Jennifer Thornhill, Internal Policy Analyst III/PCC Liaison 
Jennifer.Thornhill@ky.gov 

(502) 564-6852, ext. 3608
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