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Protection and Permanency MEMORANDUM PPM 07-14
TO:

Service Region Administrators

Service Region Administrator Associates

Service Region Clinical Associates

 

Regional Program Specialists

 

Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:


Mike Cheek, Director

Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:

September 21, 2007
SUBJECT: Mandatory Reporting of Sexual Activity of Minors Under 16 Years Old
The purpose of this memorandum is to advise you that the Department for Public Health Local Health Departments are required to report the sexual activity of minors who are under 16 years of age to the Department for Community Based Services (DCBS) in accordance with KRS 510.020 Lack of Consent, KRS 600.020 Definition of KRS Chapters 600 to 645 (Abused or Neglected Child) and KRS 620.030 Duty to Report Dependency, Neglect, or Abuse.  Local Health Departments (LHD) were encouraged to coordinate this reporting process with their local DCBS office to determine a mutually agreeable method to submit the information.
Effective July 1, 2007, all prenatal, family planning, and Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) services provided at a LHD to minors less than 16 years of age will be reported via a monthly file to the Child Safety Branch. This file will include services for the previous month and will contain the following Patient Services Reporting System (PSRS) encounter data: 
· LHD county name where the services were obtained;
· Patient’s name;

· Patient’s age;

· Reason for the visit (program name); and
· Date of service.

Child Safety Branch staff will review each Department for Public Health monthly report to cross reference active dependency, abuse and neglect cases in TWIST. If an active case (investigation or on-going) is identified with this review, the current caseworker will be contacted by a Child Protection Specialist from the Child Safety Branch, so that the caseworker can include this information in the case file. In addition, a Child Safety Branch staff will review the monthly report for patterns or trends of potential abuse of an adolescent whom frequently accesses these LHD services and will report these cases to the region. 
Please share this PPM with appropriate staff.  If a LHD poses a question to DCBS about this process they may be referred to Joy Hoskins, Assistant Division Director of Public Health, at 502-564-2154.  For other questions concerning this memorandum, please contact Sherry Rock at Sherry.Rock@ky.gov or (502)564-2136 (x4460).
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